
 

 

As a new member of the Guild and a fairly 
recent returnee to leather crafting, I thought it 
might be informative to share some of my new 
member experiences. I first came into Hide 
Crafters on a purchasing run; I had been 
crafting a few items and I needed some 
antique finish. On this visit I found out about 
the Saturday class that the guild conducts at 
Hide Crafters. This has turned into one of my 
best craft aids to further my knowledge of 
leather crafting and a great way to improve my 
skill level.  
 
To begin, once I get in mind what I want to craft 
I like to imagine and create the product in my 
mind before I begin working the leather. As you 
can imagine, many uncertainties surface which 
require a decision on my part. If the Saturday 
class did not exist I likely would have become 
frustrated and not progressed as I have over 
the last few months. The Saturday class has 
been very insightful with a great instructor, 
Dave Smith, and an occasional resource like 
George Hurst who enjoys looking over our 
shoulders and discussing our projects. 
 
When I first came to the class I was working on 
a purse for my daughter, a small clutch purse 
that measured about 10 inches by 10 inches 
fully tooled. I had many questions ranging from 
how to improve my carving to how to produce a 
quality lacing job. On this occasion I wanted to 
get a better feel for carving. Dave was quick to 
pull out some leather and patiently go through 
describing a good approach for my project. I 
was very impressed by his knowledge and skill 
level. On this occasion, Dave gave me pointers 

on properly moistening the leather and letting 
the leather return to a dry surface appearance 
before proceeding with the carving.  At this point 
Dave demonstrated the recommended method 
of holding the swivel knife, how to begin the cut 
and how to gradually taper the end of the cut. I 
understand that these skills become second 
nature to the skilled leather crafter, but to the 
beginner they were very eye opening. There have 
been many occasions since this first experience 
to discuss different aspects of my projects and 
gain insight and tips. Quite often just listening to 
others in the class has also provided insight into 
procedures for future projects.  
 
As a frequent participant in the Saturday class, I 
get the opportunity to discuss my current crafting 
projects and get experienced input on what 
works and what would potentially take me down 
a trail of frustration. Dave Smith, class 
instructor/President of the Guild and George 
Hurst, Master Craftsman both have provided 
much guidance on technique and information 
and tips for improving my tooling and carving skill 
level. 
 
Let me close by thanking Dave and inviting you 
to the Saturday class at 10:00 am. The open 
forum for sharing leather crafting experiences, 
viewing the completed projects with others and 
getting positive critic on how to improve your 
current skill level is encouraging and insightful. 
Sincerely, 
 

Cartie Yzquierdo 
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The Lone Star Leather Crafters Guild was established in Fort Worth, Texas in 1986 by a small 

group of leather enthusiasts. Today, our Guild has grown into an international organization with 

members in the United States, Brazil, Germany, Japan, The Netherlands, and Norway. Our skill 

levels range from novice to master, hobbyist to professional, with all members willing to share 

their ideas and skills with other leather enthusiasts. 

If you are interested in learning more about our Guild, we invite you to visit a 

monthly meeting which is held on the second Tuesday of the month.  

Membership in the Guild is $20 for a single membership, $30 for a family 

membership, or a one-time $150 for a lifetime membership (U.S. funds). Dues 

are payable in January. 

All submissions for the Newsletter should be submitted to the address or e-

mail to your left. Submissions must be accompanied by the name and address 

of writer and are subject to editing for clarity and/or length. The deadline for submission is the 

25th of the month prior to publication. 
 

 

2008 Officers 

President    Dave Smith 

1st VP     John Karnes 

2nd VP     Waymon Patterson 

Secretary    Mary Kamai 

Treasurer   Rachel Hill 

 

 

7936 Camp Bowie West 

Fort Worth, TX  76116-6311 

 

817.878.5797 

www.lonestarleathercraft.org 

LoneStar.Editor@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

Your Precious Eyes 
 

Louis Braille was from a small 
town called Coupvray, near Paris, France — 
he was born on January 4, 1809. Louis 
became blind by accident, when he was 3 
years old. Deep in his Dad's harness 
workshop, Louis tried to be like his Dad, but 
things went very wrong. He grabbed his 
Dad’s awl and the tool slid and hurt his eye. 
The wound got infected, the infection 
spread, and soon, Louis was blind in both 
eyes. So be careful with those sharp tools. 
 
If you are finding your eyes aren’t as sharp 
as they used to be, nothing to do with age 
number increasing of course, you may find it 
more difficult to thread a needle. Try 
putting hair spray or hair gel on the end of 
the thread. It stiffens the fibers, making it 
easier to keep the threads together. 
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Please pay your 2008 dues by 
the end of March. We would 
hate to have to place you on 
the guild’s inactive list inactive list inactive list inactive list and 
drop drop drop drop you from our mail/e-mail 
lists. 
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Tool Time Anyone? 
product line. These can be used over any other color to 
produce a kind of “metal flake” appearance. 
 
The EcoEcoEcoEco----Flow™Flow™Flow™Flow™ leather dyes are available in 16 colors in 
4 oz and quart sizes. Or try the assortment pack with 
1.5 oz bottles in 12 colors. For more information, see 
your local Tandy dealer or the Tandy website at 
http://www.tandyleatherfactory.com . 
 
And once again, thanks to Lone Star member Jim 
Linnell for his help in bringing you this article. 
 

The Lone Star Tool Man 

 
 

Some while back, I wrote about a new line of 
finishes being introduced by Tandy Leather Tandy Leather Tandy Leather Tandy Leather 
FactoryFactoryFactoryFactory. For those who missed that article, it was 
about the EcoEcoEcoEco----Flo™Flo™Flo™Flo™ line of Earth friendly products, 
specifically the HiHiHiHi----Lite Color StainLite Color StainLite Color StainLite Color Stain. As a follow up 
this month, I want to tell you about the EcoEcoEcoEco----Flo Flo Flo Flo 
Leather DyesLeather DyesLeather DyesLeather Dyes.  
 
Like with the Hi-Lite, these dyes were developed in 
response to the growing concern for the damage 
being done to our environment and the Earth’s 
ozone layer by “volatile organic compounds.” And, 
like the Hi-Lite, these dyes are water-based and 
environmentally safe. Apply the dyes as you would 
oil based dyes. I have been especially impressed 
with the black. With a couple of coats, you’ll get a 
true black rather than a grayish tint you sometimes 
see with oil based dyes. I found the water based 
dyes actually go on smoother than oil based dyes. 
 
I’ve also had the opportunity to use the Gold and 
Silver Frost Hi-Lite since my last article about this 

 

Cartie Yzquierdo, one of our newer members with wallet he made 
for himself. See his article on Page 1 of this newsletter. 
 
Ashley and Mary, visitors at the meeting with purse and portfolio. 
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Horse sense 

is the thing a horse 

has which keeps it 

from betting on people.  

 

W. C. Fields 

President’s Corner 
Oh my aching back, here comes daylight savings time 
again. And it’s coming earlier this year too. When I was 
younger, I used to laugh at people that said it was so hard 
to get up that extra hour earlier when we would “spring 
forward.” But now, it ain’t funny. It gets harder every year 
to get up that extra hour earlier. Seems the older we get 
the harder it is for our internal clock to adjust to the 
changes. People say, “We have that extra hour of daylight 
in the evening when we get home from work.” Hey, no 
problem, I can nap in the daylight just as good as I can in 
the dark.  Enough of an old man’s complaining. 
 
Our sincere thanks to Terry Henson for his presentation at 
the last guild meeting.  Terry showed us how he went 
about laying out his patterns. For the first time, I really 
understood how the process works and maybe, just 
maybe I can do one on my own. I think the jury may still 
be out on that though. 
 
If you would like to join us for dinner before any guild 
meeting, meet at Hide Crafters at 6:00 pm and enjoy 
some good food and fellowship. We always have a ball. 
 
Until the next time, keep on toolin’… DaveDaveDaveDave    

A salute of the swivel 
knife to new member 
Cartie for his leather 
Valentine’s Day card.  
He later presented it to 
his wife along with the 

$25 gift certificate to Spring Creek Bar B Q 
that he won for his efforts. Good work 
Cartie Yzquierdo. 
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Word Scramble for March
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters in the grid w i ll spell out a 
hidden message. Pick them out from left to right, top li ne to bottom li ne. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally i n all eight directions.

D A R L A I N T E X A S S T S H A U N K P Y O U T E O A L
T L E M E M B E R SW H H H O H T A V E A P A I D D T H E
H I R I G U I L D D A U E E S E L F O R I T H I S I Y E A
A R P F T R D G R R M E E J I I D Y H T N K D D E H J R L
N D R F L R H V E N P N O N N L H C A E T T F J D WS S T
K J Y V B K A I L S I U G I L K T T W T S L R J U O E R A
S F Q E H H D C W H R E N A L F I N N O RW A Y C C L E N
M G C K S E C O C N R G D Y S R M N R R T X Z D A P D S D
S N T J A R O A A M N O B F H R Z G L U E L Y K T U E I Y
R A V S P L M L A E N D N J A X E F P L Q R T Q I R E T L
V T D V L G G N C A L N N N R S J D C A A W T R O S N R E
C E Q D N K Y A T R M S Q M P K E R A R T F L Y N E R E A
N V D I L Z L I K X D Q O H K M N D O H Y T H Z Y S Z V T
E A W S L E O K L N C T V F N G L N I T S I E V K T D D H
W E R D B N S C E P O G S S I T O D L H V R F R M K Z A E
S WW I S Y Z I B R R F C H V H N M N WWV A O N F G L R
L T V A T M R L C A J I R E E T N U L O V O D E L S N K F
E E T R V F U Y T J N L N F S R G D D MM Z C J P G I L A
T K W B X C C S M C M J J S C X I V Y G K M D G T M V F C
T S QW I L E G I F C M T L T S R D M H W S K V R G R K T
E A Z I E N R P S D R F N V I O O R A P Q J T V B Q A D O
R B N G O K Y R T M R T L R J F N S N N M V P L T P C L R
Z N E L S R E T F A R C E D I H E K B K Q J D L E H E I Y
C E N Y N D N Y T W I N T E R N A T I O N A L P Z B R U T
R T Q L R R C Q K K K D X D E M O S I J R B T K N Q U G D
D C B O B N A H N R E T S EW K T J T M V N B T T J G G R
Z K B C S A X E T N I Y N N O D C T M J E T E D M B I H B
H F M P T L C E L L P H O N E C A S E R E H T A E L F X N
J V L H R G M B I L L G O M E R I N K A N S A S M C Y Y X
www.WordSearchMaker.com
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Many of you who attended the 2007 IFoLG Show 

saw this beautiful piece of artwork in leather. It was 

submitted by Sabina Tung, a member of the 

Association of New Zealand Leathercrafters. Sabina 

is from Taiwan. In their recent newsletter, Leather 
Artisan, they published Sabina’s  description of her 
work which she titles Love. Thought you may enjoy 

reading it as much as I did. We all have thoughts 

going through our minds when we are creating on 

leather. 

“The notable yet mysterious rule of Nature is that 

while some old lives are starting to wither, some 

new lives are starting to grow. The genes from our 

genitors are carried on in our lives and their 

tireless guidance and ardent expectations always 

accompany us. That is the power of love!” 

Love……...by Sabina Tung 
P A G E  8  

 
Healthy Chicken Salad 

 

Your Heart Will Thank You! 

 

7 oz uncooked, boneless, skinless chicken breasts or tenders 
1 small Red Delicious apples, cored and diced 
2/3 cup red, seedless grapes 
1/2 cup celery, diced 
1/2 cup red onion, diced 
3 tbls Hellman’s Lite Mayonnaise 
1 tsp white vinegar 
1 tsp fresh lemon juice 
Garlic salt to taste 
Black pepper to taste 
Cayenne pepper to taste 
 
Grill chicken using spray butter or spray oil. Combine all 
ingredients and place in refrigerator for at least 4 hours to 
marry the flavors. Makes three servings in the Hill 
household.  Enjoy! 

Rachel Hill 

Recipe of the Month For all those who celebrate Easter, you realize that it 
is coming early this year. In case you didn’t know, the 
celebration is always held on the 1st Sunday after the 
1st full moon after the Spring Equinox (this year the 
Equinox will occur on March 20). This dating of Easter 
is based on the same ancient lunar calendar that the 
Hebrew people use to identify Passover, which is why 
it moves around on our modern calendar. Easter can 
only be one day earlier (March 22) but that is rare. 
 
This year is the earliest Easter any of us will ever see 
the rest of our lives! And only the most elderly of our 
population have ever seen it this early. None of us 
have ever, or will ever, see it a day earlier! 
 
The next time Easter will be this early (March 23) will 
be the year 2228 (220 years from now). The last time 
it was this early was 1913 (so if you're 95 or older, 
you are the only ones that were around for that). The 
next time it will be a day earlier, March 22, will be in 
the year 2285 (277 years from now). The last time it 
was on March 22 was 1818. So, remember this day: no 
one alive today has or will ever see it any earlier than 
this year! 
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Have you ever wondered how some 
leather crafters get that deep, crisp, 
look to their flowers and leaves? 
Well, here are a couple of things 
that I have learned from George 
Hurst and Chan Geer that will help 
you do just that. Some of you may 
already know these things, and if 
you do, go read something else. 
 
Like so many other areas, it’s a 
combination of little things that 
make it work. Good deep tooling 
begins with good swivel knife cuts. 
A rule of thumb I always like to 
follow is to cut into the leather from 
one-third to one-half of the 
thickness. To do this, you first have 
to have a properly sharpened swivel 
knife blade. Whether you are using 
an off the shelf beginner swivel 
knife with the original blade or a 
Chuck Smith Old Smoothie, if it isn’t 
sharp, you will not get the right cuts 
to start with. If your cuts are not 
deep enough, it will be hard to get 
your tooling deep without really 
pounding on your tools.  Then, your 
edges will not have the crisp, well-
defined edges you are looking for. 
Work on the blade and strop it until 
you can feel it glide through the 
leather with almost no resistance. If 
it starts to drag or it feels like it’s 
skipping, strop it. As George Hurst 
says, every time you pick up your 
swivel knife, strop it. If you are not 
comfortable with your cuts, 
practice, practice and practice 
some more.  Keep your scraps and 
practice on them. 
 
Next, you need something under 
your leather. There is no substitute 
for a good marble or granite to tool 
on. That tooling surface also needs 
to be on a solid base. If you use the 
kitchen table, like I did for so long, 
make sure you are over a table leg 
where the support is the best. I 
always have some sort of thin 
rubber under it to keep down the 
noise.  I use a product made for 

tool box liners, kitchen 
shelves, and drawers. It’s a 
thin rubber material, about 
1/8” thick, with holes all in 
it. If you are not on a solid surface, 
your tools can actually bounce when 
they are struck with the maul. Then, I 
use rubber cement to attach heavy 
duty art board to the piece I’m 
tooling. That keeps it from stretching 
and gives extra depth to even thin 
leather. The tooling actually sinks 
into the art board. I use #201 
Crescent Illustration Board from 
Hobby Lobby. 
 
Some people like to bevel first, some 
like to save it until one of the last 
steps before back grounding. No 
matter when you bevel, this is the 
step that will assure you have the 
depth and sharpness you are looking 
for. First, make sure you have the 
right beveller for the job. There is no 
such thing as a universal beveller 
that does it all unless you are only 
beveling straight lines. Most patterns 
have tight turns and curves that 
require small bevellers and large 
areas that allow for use of the wider 
ones. Next, don’t try to bevel a 
Sheridan pattern with the standard 
bevellers or a traditional floral 
pattern with Sheridan bevellers.  
Sheridan patterns are too tight and 
close for the standard bevellers.  
They will actually bevel over the 
adjoining vine or leaf and you will 
lose the effect you want in Sheridan 
carving. On the other side of the 
coin, Sheridan bevellers used on 
traditional patterns do not give 
enough width to the beveled area to 
create the three dimensional effect 
you want. Once you have the right 
beveller for the job and have 
beveled your pattern, look it over 
carefully and make sure it’s all 
straight and clean. If you have 
beveled early in the process, bevel 
the edges that are around the area 
that you will back ground again. This 
will add some extra depth to the 

background. Also look over 
your pear shading, flower 
centers, and other tooling. In 
the tooling process, some of 

them may have been pushed back up 
by tooling that has been done in the 
same area. To make sure I have good 
definition, I will go over them again.  
Be very careful to get your flower 
center or pear shaders right back in 
the same position, or you can do 
more damage than good. This is 
something else that could take some 
practice, so use those scraps and 
practice. 
 
These are just a few things I have 
picked up from friends and I hope 
they help you in some small way. 
 

We’d love to have  more 
members writing articles 

or sending us tips 
and pictures.  

 

Thank you 
for supporting our Guild 

Full Page (Annual) $400 

1/2 Page (Annual) $200 

1/4 Page (Annual) $110 

Business Card (Annual) $60 

Inquire about the rate for  
monthly advertisements. 

Varies 

ADVERTISING RATESADVERTISING RATESADVERTISING RATESADVERTISING RATES    
    



 

 

Tarrant County Junior Live Stock ShowTarrant County Junior Live Stock ShowTarrant County Junior Live Stock ShowTarrant County Junior Live Stock Show    
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The 58th annual Tarrant County Junior Livestock Show 
was held at the Will Rogers Complex in Fort Worth on 
March 6-8, 2008. There were 6 Tarrant County FFA 
Chapters and 24 Tarrant County 4-H Clubs competing 
for Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion 
places among livestock show divisions including cattle, 
goat, horse, poultry, rabbit, sheep, and swine. In 
addition to livestock this year, a new branch was added 
to the show called the TCJLSA Youth Fair. In TCJLSA 
Youth Fair, participants also competed for Grand and 
Reserve places in divisions including ag mechanics 
(welding), baked goods/canning, creative arts, 
horticulture, and leather crafting. After all entries were 
judged and placed,  participants had the opportunity to 
sell their entries to the public at the Tradin' Post. 
     
Josh Patterson Josh Patterson Josh Patterson Josh Patterson of the Lone Star Leather Crafters 
Guild and the Westside 4-H Club competed in the 
Horse Division where he walked away with 2nd Place.  
He also competed in the Commercial Breeding Goat 
Division where he finished in 5th Place. Greg SellersGreg SellersGreg SellersGreg Sellers, 
also from Lone Star and Westside 4-H, competed in the 
Leather Craft Division with a leather, oak and 
rattlesnake skin toilet seat he designed and won Grand 
Champion. He later sold it at the Tradin' Post for an 
easy $150. Greg also competed in the Baked 
Goods/Canning Division and won Reserve Grand 
Champion with his zucchini bread which was a big hit 
with anyone who managed to get a taste of it. Lastly, 
Greg raised two single fryer market rabbits that won 
13th and 17th places. One qualified to go to the 
Premium Sale or auction ring where he sold it for $325 
plus he accumulated an additional $210 in add-on 
money from various other people in the auction ring.   
  
Josh has several years ahead of him to compete in 
future county livestock shows, but this was Greg's last 
year since he will graduate high school this May. 
Needless to say, Greg went out with a 
BANG! Congratulations to both Josh and Greg for a job 
well done for their 4-H Club! 
 
Thanks to Cartie Yzquierdo, Dave Smith, and Waymon 
Patterson from the Lone Star guild who volunteered 
to be judges for the leather craft competition. 

Greg Sellers with his 
award winning toilet 
seat. 

Alice Schruba 
working on leather 

checkbook cover 
at Saturday 

morning class. 

Cartie, Dave, Greg, and Waymon at the Show. 
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Many of our members have the pleasure of knowing Elmer 
Bryant and spending Saturdays with him at class. Elmer 
was our featured member in the July 2007 issue of Cow Cow Cow Cow 

TalesTalesTalesTales. 
 
Elmer has been fighting brain tumors and the side effects 
of the tumors and chemotherapy since 2001. He 
continues to beat the odds, but the road has not been 
easy for him or his family. 
 
Most recently, Elmer suffered a seizure and stroke that 
put him in intensive care for months. As of last week, on 
his birthday no less, Elmer was moved out of ICU onto the 
Neurology floor. According to Cinthia, his wife, he can’t 
open his left eye or talk yet but he is doing a lot better. 
They hope he will soon be moved to a rehab facility to 
regain mobility. 
 
Please continue to keep Elmer and his family in your 
prayers and on any and all prayer chains that you belong 
to. Cinthia keeps him informed that we asking about him 
and praying for him. 

New Advertisers 

 
We are delighted to have two new advertisers 
to Cow Tales (see page 6 and page 11). 

 
Do you always have problems with markings on 
dark colored leather? Kopha International, 
Inc. has launched a new water-erasable marker 
for  the leather goods industry. Marks stand 
out sharply on dark leather and can be easily 
wiped clean after the job is  done, leaving no 
trace at all on the leather. According to Kopha, 
the marker is ideal for use in design drawing, 
pattern transferring, and excellent for 
temporary markings.  Kopha also offers quality 
leather cutters and blades. Kopha follows a 
policy of “excellence in quality and lowest in 
price.”  Kopha’s Markers retail at only $1.69 
each and cutters/blades retail at less than 
half price of the chain stores. For more 
information, visit www.kopha.com or call toll 
free 1-888-350-4888. 



 

 

A Roundtable Discussion with George HurstA Roundtable Discussion with George HurstA Roundtable Discussion with George HurstA Roundtable Discussion with George Hurst    

Have you ever picked up a piece of leather and 
wondered if it was going to be what you needed for 
a project? What makes it a good piece? Will your 
swivel knife glide through it, or will you have to fight 
every fraction of an inch to carve it? Will it tool 
easy? Will it burnish good? Will it take dye well? If 
you have pondered these questions when selecting 
a small piece or a full hide, you are not alone. 
 
George Hurst has been fooling around with leather 
since 1950 when he was a senior in High 
School. He has purchased leather, sold leather, 
tooled leather, embossed leather, dyed leather, 
painted leather, antiqued leather, finished leather, 
fabricated leather, well, you get the picture! Since 

he has been involved with leather for more than 
57 years, he has some knowledge on the subject 
to share with us.  
  
If you weren’t at the March guild meeting then you 
missed Part I of the roundtable discussion 
presented by  George. But you still have a chance 
to participate in Part II of the subject by attending 
the April meeting. 
 
Following the April meeting we will mail a copy of 
George’s handout to all members. At least to all 
those who have paid their 2008 dues! 
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Our deepest sympathy to Linda Lewis whose 
husband, Richard 
Lewis, passed away in 
D e c e m b e r .  O u r 
thoughts and prayers 
are with you Linda 
during this difficult 
time.  Please know 
that we are there for 
you whenever you 
need our support. 
 
Lone Star 
Guild Members 

    
UPCOMING TRADE SHOWS UPCOMING TRADE SHOWS UPCOMING TRADE SHOWS UPCOMING TRADE SHOWS     

 
 

Rocky  Mountain Leather Trade ShowRocky  Mountain Leather Trade ShowRocky  Mountain Leather Trade ShowRocky  Mountain Leather Trade Show 
May 16-18 in Sheridan, Wyoming 

Workshops Begin Earlier 
 

2008 IFoLG Show2008 IFoLG Show2008 IFoLG Show2008 IFoLG Show    
The Magic of LeatherThe Magic of LeatherThe Magic of LeatherThe Magic of Leather    

September 26-28 in Columbus, Ohio 
 



 

 

 

Pattern by Chan Geer is a bit different than his 
usual Sheridan designs. It was designed to fit 
the Chaylor-Fenneli travel wallet liner #ZTW. The 
corners are for silver corner pieces. 
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 Calendar of Events 

 
March 11th 

Guild Meeting at 7:00 pm 
Roundtable with George Hurst 

It’s All About the Leather 
 

March 15th 
Business Meeting at Noon 

 
April 8th 

Guild Meeting at 7:00 pm 
Continuation of… 

Roundtable with George Hurst 
It’s All About the Leather 

 
April 19th 

Business Meeting at Noon 
 
 
The above meetings are open to all members, 
visitors, and volunteers and are held at the 
following location unless otherwise noted. 
 

Hide Crafter Leather Company 

7936 Camp Bowie West 

Fort Worth, TX  76116-6311    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

April 2008 

7936 Camp Bowie West 

Fort Worth, TX  76116-6311 

 

Lone Star Leather Crafters Guild 


